
ROOTS AND BRANCHES GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

BOARD MEETING AGENDA 

27 November, 1989 

CALL TO ORDER 

READ MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Newsletter from Lake Mary Library - Shall we post on 
bulletin board, or start folder for Vertical File, or both? 

Letter from Friends of the Library re Video Tape. 

BILLS 

OLD BUSINESS 

Nominating Committee - Need to check to see that they will 
have a report at next meeting. 

Sick Members - Pat Hatchett, Pat McCann 

NEW BUSINESS 

Program for next two meetings? 

Handouts - how about the "Tracing Batch Sources of IGI" or 
"World War I Registration Card Request"? 

Administrator
Highlight



Dr. G. Robert Fox is in attendance tonight, by request of 
Head Librarian Celia Jones, with a contract from Mr. Wheeler 
(County Librarian) which they would like for us to sign. 

A couple of questions: Who initiated this contract? 
What prompted it? 

Our aim is, and always has been, to work in association 
with the library to enhance the genealogy collection 
and to assist the library in the smooth operation of 
the room. With that in mind, We submit the following: 

1. List of complaints voiced by Mrs. Jones on 
November 6 and 7 ,  and our reply. 

2. List of Contributions made by Roots and 
Branches to Delland Public Library. 

3. Suggestions for a better working relationship 
w i t h  the library. 



COMPLAINTS VOICED BY CELIA JONES (Nov 6 and 7) AND OUR REBUTTAL 

1. Moved books upstairs without her knowledge. 

* Absolutely untrue! When we were inquiring about 
some books which had been purchased, Celia told us 
to check in the "stacks". We found them there, 
along with two boxes of articles which Paula 
Tarrant had been loolcing for since the move to the 
new library. Celia said she was concerned about 
the genealogy books bei.ng down there, and was 
afraid that they might be taken by the Friends for 
use in the book sale. We offered to take them 
upstairs and store them until they could be 
catalogued. She said fine; after we had finished 
moving them, she remarlred that she felt much 
better that they were s a f e .  

2. Said we moved bookshelves in Genealogy Room without 
her know l edge. 

R Again, not true! We d i d  not move the bookshelves! 
We assume someone from the County did that, the 
same day the lights were moved! We did submit a 
plan for the layout of the library - which was 
submitted to Celia, to Terry Deer, and ??? Celia 
called me one day and said if the group could get 
some volunteers to pack the books up, the shelves 
would be moved. We packed 63 boxes of books on a 
Saturday, then waited approximately two weeks for 
the shelves to be moved - which were only "half 
moved". We asked Terry Deer for permission to 
finish moving them so that we cou1.d re-shelve the 
books, and permission was granted. Cel ia refuted 
this. 

3. S a i d  w e  have moved the collection around without her 
know 1 edge. 

* Again, not true! The only things that have been 
moved are the periodicals, and this was with 
Celia's full lcnowledge. We had discussed 
cataloging them by state of interest, rather than 
the previous alphabetical system while still in 
the old library. When we moved to the new 
facility, we discussed putting the periodicals at 
the end of each state's section, and Celia gave 
her approval for this to be done. 



4. Said that the Genealogy Volunteers "did their own work" 
while on duty. 

* Personally, we see no problem with that. If they 
were on duty in another part of the library, then 
they would be expected to be doing a certain job. 
Since they are in the Genealogy Room to assist 
patrons who are working on genealogy, then we see 
no conflict as long as the patrons are not 
complaining. ( ~ o s t  volunteers do file the 
microfiche after its use, and re-shelve books 
after use, in addition to helping with the card 
catalog filing.) 

5. Said it was a problem for the library t-o be bothered 
with Roots and Branches mail, and that we should get 
our own post office box. 

* We did obtain a post office box; however, we don't 
feel that this was justified. Certainly we don't 
get the volume of mail that the Friends get, and 
they have their mail delivered to them at the 
library. This post office box is costing us 
$64.00 per year; we feel our funds would be better 
spent on books for the library. 

6. Said we ordered equipment wi tho t i t  her approval. 

~r Roots and Branches has never, to our knowledge, 
made any purchases without Celia's prior 
knowledge, except for the "Donated to the 
Genealogy Room of the DeLand Public Library by 
Roots and Branches Genealogical Society" strips 
which were placed  on the microfiche machines, and 
the filing cabinets. We purchased the first 
filing cabinet through the County, and purchased 
the second one privately, because we could get 
delivery sooner. 

7 .  Said she did not have to accept any gifts that were 
donated to the Genealogy Room. 

* We have no reply - only astonishment! 



CONTRIBUTIONS ROOTS AND BRANCHES H A S  MADE TO LIBRARY 

Books ($175.50) (NOT including Brownell/Clift Funds) 

Microfiche reader (new) 

Microfiche reader (used) 

Microfiche Coll ection purchased from LIDS 

Vertical File (file cabinets, file folders, and 
indexing of contents) 

Funds with which to purchase microfilm (through AGLL) 

$100 for Book Binding to Friends of Library 

Provided 150 plus hours of volunteers each month since 
the new library opened. 

Began fund for purchase of new microfilm reader. ($100 
to date) 

Enhanced Book Funds (Brownell/Clift) by investing 
in CD's. 

Set up "Ancestor Card File" used by patrons 



SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR A BETTER RELATIONSHIP 

BETWEEN THE LIBRARY/ROOTS AND BRANCHES 

I. We would like to see some procedures initiated, particularly 
for the cataloging and acknowledgment of: 

A .  New Boolrs (donated to the library by patrons) 

B. New Books (purchased by us for the library) 

C. Donated Books - (perhaps an acknowledgement from the 
library, .and from Roots and Branches 

We have asked on several occasions how we could help to ease 
the shorthanded situation of cataloging. Paula is doing a 
terrific job, but can't possi.bly catalogue al-1 the books 
that come into the library. (Case in point: The collection 
of boolcs donated by the family of Bea Chandler - they have 
been in the possession of the library since last January, 
and still have not all been ca1:alogued. 

Some procedure needs to be initiated to insure that the 
books: 1.) are acknowledged, if donated; 2) Wave book 
plates affixed (noting the donor) if applicable: 3) Have 
security strips installed; 4) Have Card Catalogues made; 
5) Have Shelf List Card Made. 

I .  When books are sent- out to be rebound, there does not seem 
to be a checlclj.st of what has been sent. We would like to 
see some procedures i-nitiated (perhaps pul ling the shelf 
list cards ,and the card catalog cards of those books which 
are sent for rebinding, and noting the date which they were 
sent). 

111. We were told .if we phot.ocop.ied the Title Pages (showing ISBN 
Number or Library of Congress Number, and wrote "Genealogy" 
and Number of Pages, that we could submit these to the 
library, who in turn would send them to Daytona to be card 
catalogued on their computer, and that it wo~ild o n l y  take a 
couple of weeks. We copied information from at least 60 
books. We were told we could 01-11 y send fifteen at a time. 
That was over three months ago; no cards have been returned, 
and no explanations have been available other than "they 
haven't come back". Could a follow-up be done? 



IV. We have been t o l d  that on1.y Celia Jones i n  to change t h e  
microfilm reader/adaptor over to microfiche. Couldn't some 
of the staff be trained to do t h i s  in Celia's absence? And, 
why would t h e  s t a f f  come and ask the  volunteers  to make t h e  
changes if only Celia is to do it?? 




